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Subject: as an expression of solidarity in the face of evictions and support for housing rights activists, we ask Italy to respect its legal obligations, cancel repressive legislation and adopt housing rights policies
Xxx, the undersigned organization, as part of the World Zero Evictions Days, ask for this message to be transmitted to the Italian government.
We are very concerned about the news from your country, particularly the alarm raised by civil society, including the Unione Inquilini (Tenants' Union), Federazione Nazionale Assistenti Sociali (National Federation of Social Workers) and Associazione Nazionale Comuni d'Italia (National Association of Italian Municipalities), concerning the Circular issued by the Ministry of the Interior on 01/09/18 on the subject of evictions as well as the Decree-law on security, approved by the Cabinet on 24/09/18, because they exacerbate social tensions, fail to solve the serious housing problem, and stir up racism and violations of national and international legislation ratified by Italy in the human rights' domain.
The Circular introduces the possibility of eviction without a prior rehousing solution, not only for occupations but also for "any other significant situation", while the Decree-law increases sentences to four years for anyone occupying or organising the occupation of abandoned buildings on behalf of homeless people.
This legislation could affect the tens of thousands of people occupying buildings, often with no other choice, over 158,000 families threatened with eviction (Ministry of Interior 2017 data), mainly because they cannot pay their rent, the tens of thousands of migrants living in precarious conditions, and tens of thousands Roma (6,000 in Rome alone) who the Minister of the Interior has said he wants to get rid of.
The first people to fall victim to the Circular were around 200 people, including a great many children, evicted without a rehousing option from the Aldo Dice 26x1 social residence on 01/09/18 in Milan, and the housing rights activists imprisoned in Rome on 27/09/18 when preventing an elderly lady from being evicted. Hundreds of other human rights activists, including the global coordinator of the International Alliance of Inhabitants, are being taken to court where they risk being severely sanctioned for their humane activities.
As a result, we wish firstly to express our solidarity with the individuals and families threatened with eviction, housing rights activists and their organisations working to combat human rights violations.
Secondly, we ask you to respect the legal measures Italy has ratified:
· Law no. 833 dated 23/12/1978: mayors are legally responsible for protecting the "right to health" of local citizens who are seriously jeopardized by the loss of their homes;
· Art. 11 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) concerning the "right to housing", ratified by Italy with Law no. 881 dated 25/10/1977;
· Art. 27 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child ratified by Italy with Law no. 176 dated 27/05/1991;
· Articles 14 and 15 of the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women, ratified by Italy with Law no. 132 dated 14/03/1985.
According to General Comments no. 4 (1991) and no. 7 (1997) published by the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, forced evictions with no prior, agreed upon rehousing solution, adequate and in respect of human rights, are incompatible with the requirements of the ICESCR.
These legal obligations, as mentioned in the report by the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Right to Adequate Housing*, being ratified by states, have a legal value which takes precedence over other legislation, including the Cabinet's Circular and Decree-law.
The prohibition of evictions with no proposed rehousing concerns everyone: tenants, owners with mortgages, occupiers with no title deeds, citizens and migrants.
All national institutions, including local authorities, are legally obliged to protect these rights and guarantee that they are respected by means of appropriate measures and policies. The police authorities, before carrying out an eviction, are obliged to check that the legal obligations have been respected.
For these reasons, and in order to tackle the housing crisis (over 650,000 families entitled to state social housing according to legal criteria but hare spending years on waiting lists) causing occupations and evictions, we ask you to change direction.
Italy needs to adopt policies that respect human rights:
· cancel legislation that encourages evictions without prior agreed upon rehousing and that criminalizes activists and organizations defending human rights;
· create social housing stock that can meet housing demand, monitor and moderate housing costs to avoid evictions with no prior agreed upon rehousing, as also stressed by the Concluding Observations adopted by the 78th session of the UN Economic and Social Council (9 October 2015) concerning Italy's 5th Periodic Report.
We look forward to receiving an amiable and favourable answer from you, and confirm that we will be closely observing the housing rights situation in Italy, particularly in terms of evictions and the treatment of human rights defenders and their organizations.
Yours sincerely,
(name of the organization, full address, signature)
** � HYPERLINK  "http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Housing/Pages/AnnualReports.aspx" �HRC 28th session (2-27 March 2015)�





